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A listener replied to this as follows: " I do not think art is
untrue. In the picture which you said showed a lady's arm
much too long, I believe a photograph would have come out
the same. I have taken photographs which resulted in legs
being two or three times too long."
Again, I had mentioned the picture by Ambrogio de Predis
in 'the National Gallery entitled "Angel Playing on Musical
Instrument/3 The " Instrument, which is more or less fiddle-
shaped, is held near the chin, but insufficiently cuddled; and
it is obvious that the angel could have no control over it. The
bow is at least two inches out of place. If the angel held the
fiddle in the manner used by every fiddler that ever was, the
picture would be rained." About this my correspondent said :
" I believe the angel you mentioned, playing a violin, was
deliberately made to do it in a way not real, because if it were
not unreal, no one would believe it to be an angel! "
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MY DEAR JlMMIE,
I know now what we ought to have said to the idiot at
your club last night who repeated' the old parrot-cry that
" perpetual peace would not be good for humanity " and
tmt ** an occasional war is necessary to keep our souls alive."
We should have asked him to be explicit about how often
wars are advisable, how long they should last, and what
might be regarded as a satisfactory number of persons killed,
wounded, and crippled for life; whether the decade after the
Great War could truthfully be said to have revealed any
notable resurgence of idealism 'and nobility, or the converse
(ride contemporary novels, plays, and newspapers); whether
the conflict should be conducted with gentlemanly restraint
or with the maximum scientific devilishness, in order to do
our souls the maximum amount of good; whether a cause
should be found for the war, or that formality be dispensed
with wholly; whether the bold and physically fit persons
who ate the first to be killed in a war might not have pro-
duced, had they survived^ a better progeny than the cautious